
 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Ebenezer Baldwin Branch #9 

September 2021 Newsletter 

 

From:  David J. Perkins                 Date:  Sept 18, 2021 

  Branch President 

  

Dear Fellow Compatriots of Branch No. 9, 

Since our last newsletter in January, things have 

dramatically changed in ways that no one could have 

ever imagined.  In-person meetings and many of our 

planned events for the branch and state society have 

been canceled or switched to video meetings.  So, 

because of the lack of meetings the officers for the 

branch will remain the same until next June.   

This includes our national officers as well, which means I 

have been extended for a second year as a member of 

the Executive Committee working for President-General 

Jack Manning until next July. 

June 14 – On behalf of the branch I presented the flag 

award certificate to my neighbor and his family. Dawson 

Haffner and wife Ann, daughter Ava and puppy Honey. 

Dawson is a specialized radiation technologist for 

Bridgeport and St. Vincent Hospitals. 

 

August 26 – Two 

Eagle Scouts received 

their awards from the 

Connecticut SAR from 

State Chairman Tim 

Wilkins at Putnam 

Park.  The winner for 

our branch was 

Compatriot Stephen 

Zigmond of Redding, 

an Eagle Scout with 

Troop 15.  He also 

received a monetary 

award of $100 from 

our branch.  



 

Several members of the branch attended the outdoor event, including new Compatriot 

Stephen Leavy, who was sworn-in and presented his membership rosette by 

Compatriot John Gelinas. 

September – At the virtual National Trustee meeting, 

the trustees selected new SAR logo design that was 

submitted by Compatriot Stephen Harrington of the 

Rev. Baldwin Branch.  I think there more than 30 

entries submitted in the spring of 2020 and then cut 

down to 4 entries during the Spring Leadership 

Conference in Louisville in March. For having the 

winning design for a new SAR logo, the submitter 

receives a check for $5,000.  That check was 

presented at the Nov 14th CTSSAR meeting at the 1st 

Co. Gov. Footguard Armory in Hartford. 

At the state meeting our branch was one of 5 branches that was recognized by 

national society with the President-General’s Education Outreach Certificate and 

Streamer for the second year in a row.  We also received a certificate and streamer 

for having the JROTC state winner 

7 New branch members for 2020: 

National#       CT# Compatriot   Date Approved 

214723            6589  Bryan J. Thomas                03/06/20         

214724            6590  Braden J. Thomas              03/06/20       Youth 

214725            6591  Aaron C. Thomas               03/06/20       Youth 

215330            6597  Thomas C. Griffin               05/22/20         

215753            6605  Stephen N. Leavy              06/19/20         

217181            6618  Stephen P. Archer             10/16/20         

217182            6619  Thomas M. Harmon           10/16/20 

        

Total Branch membership is now at 49. 

Dues Reminder!!!!!! 

Just a friendly reminder that the 2021 Dues deadline is November 30, so please 

return your dues notice with payment by then if possible. If you need another dues 

notice just let me know. 

SAR 250th Anniversary Lapel pin – The Connecticut Society has 

designed and is selling on behalf of the national committee, this 

special lapel pin.  As of this week, more 2,000 pins have been sold 

from Maine to Alaska to state and chapters of the SAR. This a 

great opportunity for our state to step up into the spotlight of 

national SAR society efforts to celebrate the 250th Anniversary of 

this great country in 2026.  Once we are back to having in-person 

meetings, I will have pins available for everyone to purchase.  The 

cost is $1.50 per pin.  The pins can used as ‘give-a-ways’ to the 

public to draw attention to the upcoming anniversary.  Purchase 

10 pins or more in sets of 10 and postage is included. 



2020 Naval Academy Midshipman 1st Class (senior) Christian Hoffman, 22, of Sandy 

Hook, Conn., was awarded a Marshall Scholarship. This highly-competitive academic 

scholarship provides up to two years of postgraduate study at a United Kingdom 

university. This year, over 1,000 candidates competed for one of the 46 scholarships. 

Christian has been an SAR Branch 9 member since 2014. 

Hoffman is a Stamps Scholar, a Trident Scholar and a 

chemistry major at the Naval Academy where he is 

conducting an in-depth independent research project on 

enhancing the mechanical and chemical properties of 

biomaterials, particularly cotton, using a process called 

Natural Fiber Welding.  

Hoffman is an avid offshore sailor and served as team 

captain of the Navy Varsity Offshore Sailing Team. The 

team has won several races and regattas, including the 

2019 Annapolis to Newport Race, Marion to Bermuda 

Race, and the U.S. Sailing National Offshore Championship (Lloyd Phoenix Trophy).  

Hoffman intends to pursue a master’s in research in physical and theoretical chemistry 

at the University of York. Following his time in the Marshall Scholarship program, 

Hoffman will report to Joint Diving Officer (JDO) course in Panama City, Fla. Following 

completion of JDO, Hoffman will report to Eglin AFB for Explosive Ordnance Disposal 

School. 

National Headquarters Façade Restoration Project  As a member of the 

Executive Committee, one of the projects that is needed to improve security and 

renovate the front of the HQ building is the current restoration that was started in late 

October and will be completed just before Christmas.  The project is expected to cost 

about $200,000.  To help offset some of the expense, I have been overseeing the 

Façade Restoration Donation program to ask those members who would normally 

travel to National Leadership and Congress during the year, but have not due to 

Covid-19 to consider making a donation with a portion of the money not spent on 

travel and hotels to the restoration.  As of this week, we are have raised over 

$27,000.  For anyone interested in seeing the project, please click on the link below. 

Facade Restoration – National Society Sons of the American Revolution (sar.org) 

In other news across the state society, please check out the state website 

ConnecticutSAR.org for the latest newsletter and events this summer and fall. 

There is a new W3R Challenge coin featuring Washington and Rochambeau 1780-

1782. To mark the 240th anniversary of the march from Connecticut to Yorktown. 

On Oct 10th in Derby – Past State President Ethan Stewart dedication a new plaque 

for 54 patriots in the Colonial Cemetery.  Overall, about 20 patriot graves have been 

marked across the state in six cemeteries.  As the state commander of the Color 

Guard, I had the honor to be at nearly all these events and with Covid-19 restrictions 

these events are about all we could do as a state society in 2020. 

Zoom meet anyone?  I will try to have a virtual meeting in December or January. 

Until we meet in-person, please stay safe and try to enjoy the holidays! 

David J. Perkins – Rev. Baldwin Branch President 

https://www.sar.org/facade-restoration/

